Mathare Maji Mazuri Youth Group in cooperation with SPI
Peace Tournament | Mathare Valley
Sunday 11th of June 2011

Have you ever had a seriously good day? One characterized by joy after joy, one that appeared peaceful for eternity? Well, for the marginalized and excluded groups together with Maji Mazuri and SPI (Simama Pamoja Initiative), that day would have to be having a peace tournament in the neighborhood of Mathare Valley. On this particular day, history was written in Mathare: for the first time youth from youth groups (Maji Mazuri and SPI) and youth from bases worked together to be SHUJAA WA AMANI (warriors of peace) and promote peace, strengthen relationships and build bridges between antagonistic groups. We have not only worked, strived but also struggled to see this day come, for so long. The symbol of peace and unity could be seen during the peace tournament that helped bring together the youths who have been having differences for a couple of years now. The youth from ‘ROWE’ (the bases) finally were included, not marginalized and excluded, and taken as fellow peers, as agents of peace and development instead of just young men for hire. We (Maji Mazuri and SPI) have been together building this project piece by piece, without any external support; this is totally a ghetto project, build on the creativity, the resources and the commitment of all the youth participating in this event. What an amazing achievement!
Both youths and residents from Mathare and its environs came in large numbers to see, hear, and taste the energy & livelihood of all the guys who were participating in this unique tournament. Amani (peace) filled the tournament ground as it started to rain but then, this did not deter the warriors of peace from accomplishing their mission for we all took it and interpreted the rain to be showers of peace from above! Youth in Mathare showed the world they are agents of Peace and Development, thus not the problems but the solutions come from the ghetto, this day was proof of that.
They say that, all that starts well ends well. The day came to an end with two teams from the bases being finalists in the tournament, one thing that we were proud of. They played such a fantastic game and were awarded the coveted prices that they both walked home with. We all went home in one peace! A day of peace and the kick start of a new beginning in Mathare this was.
Peace!
Victor Kebane | Chair of Mathare Maji Mazuri Youth Group
